Introduction
Sunspot-climate correlations were first suggested by the renowned astronomer Sir William Herschel nearly two centuries ago [Herschel, 1801] [Rossow and Schiffer, 1991] Perhaps the most interesting implications of our work are as follows: (a) the cloudiness and cloud optical depth vary together in such a way that the reflectivity remains approximately constant, (b) the variations in cloud optical thickness may be due to the superposition of different changes in the thick clouds (e.g. an increase) and the thin clouds (e.g. a decrease), resulting in a net decrease. These new findings can be subject to critical tests as the coverage, quality and duration of cloud datasets improve.
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